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types of germs have been found in such cases, but the most frequent is the same that causes abortion disease in mares. Unless careful attention is paid to the proper disinfection of the navel when the foal is born, this disease may follow. Some believe the enlarged joints are hereditary, but there is no foundation for this.
Besides the navel, infection may take place in the foal before it is born. This would indicate that the mother harbored the germs in her body and transmitted the infection to the unborn foal. This is thought to be probable because many foals are born with the typical enlarged joints of this disease. The infection of the foal while it is in the womb takes place through the interchange of blood from mother to the foal through the medium of the placental membranes.
There is also a possibility of the infection taking place by mouth when the foal sucks the mother. The germ of this disease has been found in the udders of infected mares and the fact that certain mares give birth to foals year after year which become infected with this disease lends strength to this belief. A chronic infection of the udder with this germ would reduce the value of the mare to such an extent that it is doubtful whether she should be used for breeding purposes.
Symptoms of joint-ill
Evidence of joint-ill may be observed at the birth of the foal or it may be noticed for three or four months, even longer at times. In most cases, at least one joint is enlarged, the hind legs being affected most. The joints are inflamed and painful, the animal showing a tendency to avoid moving any more than it can help.
When the owner first notices the enlarged joint, he may think it is due to an injury of some kind, but this is rare. As the infection in the joint increases, pus may be formed followed by a rise in temperature, together with rapid breathing and irregular appetite. When the joints become